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“After carefully examining various sites, the caliph Mansoor fixed
34?61 a'ﬂ T 3N dheTl, on a little Persian village on the west bank of the tigris, called Baghdad,
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“It was circular in form, whence the name Round city (al-
madauvvarah), with double brick walls, a deep moat and a third innermost
wall rising ninety feet and surrounding the central areas”.
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“Mansur planned the city of a circular shape,
surrounded by a strong walls and deep moat, pierced
by four gates, with massive iron doors, each gate was
surrounded by a gift cupola and was a sufficient
height to allow the passage to a horse man holding a

laft his lance ”.
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“Inside, and at some distance from the
centre of the city, came the inner walls, within which
arose majestically the imperial palace of khuld with its
golden gate (Bab-uz-zahab).

Not far from the residence of the caliph, and
within the enclosure, stood the cathedral Mosque, the
mansions of the princes and nobles, the arsenal, the
treasury and other government officers”.
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“Since early antiquity the Persians have
proved themselves masters of decorative design and
colour, through their efforts the industrial arts of Islam
attained a high degree of excellence. Carpet weaving,
as old as Pharaonic Egypt, was especially developed.

Hunting and garden scences were favoured

in rug designs, and alum was used in the due to
render the many colours fast”.
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